e T

| NTT

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXX
XXX

X

Foruse XX

infibrary XXXX | '
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

only

REF
974.6

|
)

XXXXX
XXX
X
:
" HISTORY OF THE
« EAST HAVEN RIVER SIDE IN CONNECTICUT
NOW
MANSFIELD’S GROVE & SHEPHERD’S GROVE
FROM THE MIDDLE OF THE 19TH. CENTURY o
;
X
XXX
XXXXX

I : o




The following information was compiled from various sources, including talks
with people who lived in the area, newspaper articles, East Haven records, and a paper
furnished to me by George Uihlein, an area historian who has done quite a bit of research on the
area known of as “The Half Mile Island™. The paper referred to was written by Mr. Carroll Alton
Means. Any errors resulting from inability to read the old papers, and from my OWI e1ToTs in
copying and typing, bids me apologize. Basically I have gathered this History into one book
primarily for my own interests and for use as the Historical Society historian of East Haven.

For those who wishvto do further research into the land transactions should spend some
time at the East Haven Town Hall Vault. Records back to the formation of the town are available

for your perusal and may be copied mechanically for a nominal sum at the main desk.

CIiff. Nitchke

East Haven Historical Society
September, 1996 (1ST EDITION)

SECOND EDITION 1/ 19 / 1998 (Expanded)
THIRD EDITION 1/20/2001 (Expanded)
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SHEPHERD’S GROVE

A study of “Half Mile Island “properties, particularly the parts now known of as
“Shepherd®s Grove,” in East Haven, Connecticut. .

Prior to 1850, “Half Mile Island (so called),” which is located at the mouth of East Haven
(Also designated as Stoney and Farm JRiver, on its west bank was considered to be inaccessible,
except by water, with no roads leading to it. A map of 1856 (by H. & C. T. Smith) shows a dead
end road of John Hemingway’s (On Hemingway Ave., East Haven) leading in the direction of
the present Short Beach Rd, (Dyke Road), but incomplete and lacking the necessary bridge
across the river to Branford side. Another road appears back of South End and present

were no dwellings on the island.
F.W. Beer’s map of 1868 (Which is inaccurate in its delineation’s of this obscure section

and on “Half Mile Island.” The two northernmost houses, near the river, were:

1. Danie] W. Palmer, (His house being the first erected on the island.)

2. Obadiah Smith (the second house built). Obadiah’s wife, Harriet, objected to
the” lonesomeness” of the location and so they removed to the Green, selling out to Daniel W,
Palmer in 1865. Both of these houses, considerable altered, are still standing, the property of
Mr.Carroll Alton Means and wife Sylvia Means. The other three houses were in the “Grove” and
less is known or their history.
Mansfield’s Grove Road was not installed on property owned by Mansfield, as his land
was further east, and closer to the river, but the contractor made a mistake, due to poor location
points in those days. The current owner, however did not object as he said it gave him access to
his own land without cost to him, Some distance south, the road finally was on Mansfield's land
(about where the “Indian™ lived, (so called). This last from a talk with Don Bartlett awhile ago.

It should be noted that the Beer's map did not show a road leading to the houses owned

by Palmer. This was because Palmer had his own private access road which started at abend on
the Mansfield’s Grove Road, south of the property owned by Jennings, then Talmadge, then
Greene, following what is now described as a “wood road” (belonging to the town) and

The existence of this right of way is acknowledged in several deeds (with some changes
in the wording), but the private road has not yet been built by the “heirs or assigns” of Danie]l W.
Palmer. When Mr. Palmer died, his dwelling house and outbuildings (including boat house,
smoke house, well, ete.) were located on property owned by Sarah M. Shepherd (sister of Dennis
T. Mansfield, deceased.) This was with the knowledge of Palmer and the owners of the property,
of whom were on friendly terms. The executor of the Estate of Daniel W, Palmer, however,

1




Mansfield’s Grove

In a recent article I mentioned the “Rum watery delivery system,” and u pon being
questioned as to my source of such a questionable delivery system, I thought that first hand
information should be convincing evidence of the fact of such occurrences.

Donald V. Chidsey was the historian for East Haven for many years, and like his father
before him, he had a passionate interest in the lives and life styles of his ancestors. His lineage in
East Haven goes back to 1681 when John Chidsey, a shoemaker and tanner settled in the house
that is now the headquarters of the East Haven Historical Socie » and is located on the North
side of the Green. He was an inhabitant of New Haven in 1656, which makes him one of the first

called the Lucius Lindsey house, but Mrs, Lindsey was a daughter of a Chidsey.

This family has always been active in town affairs, and prominent in the church. Samue]
seems to be a favorite first name of the men in the family, and so named was Donald’s father.

Mr. and Mr. Chidsey were good friends, and he spent quite a bit of time with
him, both being avid fishermen, Mr. Chidsey became acquainted with Mr.. Dennis T. Mansfield
as Dennis and John Shepherd were related, as told in earlier pages, and both lived near the River
far at least part of the year, in Mr.. Shepherds case.

Stories of the area were passed down to Donald, which would seem to authenticate the
stories that Donald wrote about, especially the following item regarding the Santa Cruz Rum
tale, but first some common knowledge background as written by Donald a few years ago.

“Dennis T. Mansfield, for whom Mansfield’s Grove was named, came c.iown to the sandy

dinner there, andalsothesheepbake,and coon roast idea, whichhcbroughtdownfromd:e
‘North Haven Yankee,” a good restaurant. This was the beginning of Mansfield’s Grove. From
the very first the resort became a favorite resort of the state politicians, :

Mansfield’s Grove, from one of these crafts, late in the afternoon, there was every reason to
expect that they would float into the hands of men about the Grove and would be safely
delivered up here in New Haven under the cover of darkness, in a day or so.”

Donald Bartlett was a friend of mine, as well as my brother, and many a pleasant
aftemoonswerespentinstorytelling about the olden days. The above story was one that Don
liked to retell, as well as did Donald Chidsey. '

Alongwiththefnstpﬁofthetale, in his paper, Mr.. Chidsey went on to talk aboyt
Charles R. Bartlett, and again quoting, “Charles R. Bartlett, proprietor of and for many years a
familiar figure at the famous Mansfield’s Grove, died at his home, 234 Hemingway Avemie,
East Haven. Mr. Bartlett was well known to New Haveners and many others who have enjoyed
his famous resort. Born in Fast Haven, Mr. Bartlett got his first position with ‘Den’ Mansfield,
former proprietor of Mansfield’s Grove, and worked for him continually until the owner died. He
then took care of the establishment for Mr. Mansfield’s widow, Caroline Mansfield. Mr.. and
Mrs. Bartlett made the resort famous for its shore dinners, well known to many New Haveners.

1 Jarmary 15th, 1998

30



and for many others for miles around.”

According to Don Bartlett, his father Charles, an East Havener, went to New York as a
youth, and after drifting from one job to another, he finally settled as a kitchen worker ina
restaurant. Here he perfected his natural cooking ability. At one of his trips home, he met M.
Maasfield, and they became friends. Mr. Mansfield hired Charles Bartlett to help him operate the
business, especially the hotel. His cooking ability stood him in good stead in this well liked shore
resort; the rest of the Grove business fell on him after the owner became ill.

Clif. Nitchke
East Haven Historical Society

2 January 15th, 1998




table settings; this all melted in the fire of 1911
The Hotel has always had the name of the Momauguin Hotel along with the name of the
current proprietor. The first was “Whites Hote]” operated by Mr. White, who at that time also ran

he soon attracted huge crowds, and the Yale Alumni groups overflowed the place in season. He
could seat six hundred diners and serve them fine shore dinners, as well as standard cuisine.

Company on lower Chapel Street, and transported this ash, residue coke and clinkers in a trolley
car that had & gondala type body that could be side dumped. People use to pick through this ash
for burn-able coke in arder to save a heating dollar. Once the creek was reached, the water could
be crossed on the foot bridge, the company having purchased from Caroline Hill Mansfield the

later years the current generation knew it as “Rocky Point Hotel, and it was run by Charles
Bartlett, until death in 1919, and later by his son, who was often in trouble with his cellar bars,
then prohibited by Federal Law. Of course he was no different from many others who sold
illegally; even the Momauguin Hotel had a cup of “cold coffee” for the initiate.

be designed by a private engineer and contractor, and he would not necessarily be conversant
with long span engineering, but would be at home in the columa and general building design,
workingwiththeownerstogivethemthesu'ucmrethattheywamed.lntheprevimmarﬁclethe
method of construction was spelled out as well as some other information, and this may be had
by either stopping in or writing to the Fast Haven Historical Society, box 120052.

This building saw many uses, from dances to church. For a mumber of years, Jessie,
Don’s Sister held Sunday School classes as part of the East Haven Episcopal Churchs teaching
plans. )

Grove, but only at Glen Island and New York City. Eventually this building bumed and was
razed; this was long after the tracks were removed from our streets, and the boys could no longer
steal a ride by hanging on the back of the car, and thankfully, never caught by Dad or Mom,
but catching the deuce from the motorman when he spotted the kids. ‘

In the search for history of Mansfield’s Grove, by way of post cards, I spotted a rather

1January 15th, 1998




large building in the background of a post card from 1902. Once this card was enlarged, a long
low building emerged. Subsequent research by George Uihlein proved it to be the first dance hall
at Mansficld’s Grove. As to when it was built or what happened to it is still a mystery, but it
scemed to be in the same area as the hall known as Don’s.

If any of our readers should any more information or pictures, we would appreciate your
input into this vexing histarical quandary. Any local pictures or history would be appreciated,
even your remembrances of any part of the shore line could aid future historians of our areas.
These may be written or verbal, and we will let “George” type them up.

Some of the above was written for my by- monthly article that appears in the East Haven
Advertiser Paper; I thought it would fit into this “Half Mile * Pamphlet.

This and the article titled “Mansfield’s Grove’ from Chidsey’s article that appeared in
the Register a few years ago, have been added to the original pamphlet that has been available in
the East Haven Historical Society for a few years. '

Gleanings from the East Haven Historical Library
January 1996
Clif. Nitchke

2 Jamyary 1Sth, 1998
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MOLLY'S BABY, SHEPHERD'S GROVE, 1920's

by
Sylvia Shephe:d Means

After Mama died in 1924, Papa, Molly and I lived at the shore,
Shepherd's Grove, East Haven, Connecticut, for several years.

One very cold night in December, a young man came to the
door and asked if he "could borrow my car. My Model A Ford (new),
as he had to get the midwife in East Haven. He had moved into a
small cottage just beyond our grove the day before with his wife
and one year old baby. We had never seen him before.

His wife was in labor. I let him take the car. Before leav-
ing, he asked if Molly or I would stay with his wife while he was
gone. Yes, of course! So Molly, and lantern and my set of various
new.nurse's instruments, set forth to the cottage, which was tiny
and built for the summer, not winter living. Thin walls. Cold.

The one year old baby was in the bed with the mother.

After a while the man returned. The midwife was away but
Doctor Robert Taylor of East Haven, arrived. Just before that,
the baby arrived, but Dr. Taylor took care of the cord and did
all the necessary things. He charged $20.00 and took off, also
taking my instruments, which I never saw again! Molly said it
was a spontaneous delivery by the baby himself.

Molly went over the next morning, got the baby, and brought
him to our warm kitchen to bathe him. She did this every morning
for a week and Papa helped her. He would hold the baby upside down
by the legs while she wound the belly-band around him for good
umbilical support. ' -

We were the only people living at the shore. One morning,
Papds friend, Captain Chidsey, arrived on the trolley over the
hill and knocked on the kitchen door. When he came in, he was
surprised and amazed, and he probably wondered where I was!

I was at work at Dr. Donald Porter's in New Haven.

After living in their coid quarters for a week, the young
couple moved away with their tvwo babies. They must have found a
pPlace nearer the center of East Haven, for they appeared a few
Years later at the shore, the father having become a rubbish
collector for the town. The couple,vhose name was Jennings, in the
end had nine boys, all very handsome, but Molly's Richard was the
best looking of ali!!
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In photo at left, John

. during the 1930s. Above,
19208, Mrs,

Shepherd) , Mrs, Qeorge
nan (Slm_l Shophcrd.)}

This is picturesque Shepherd's Grove in Eas
the Shepherd family for more than a century.

X X

Frankliin Shepherd, the patriarch of Shepherd's
Grove, and his daughter, the late Mary Elizabe

th Shepherd In photo taken
Mrs. John Shepherd and four “flappers” of the

Irving Mansfield (Grace Peck), Mrs. Carroli Means (Sylvia

Eaton (Redney Peck) and Mrs. George McKier-
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Shepherd’s Grove Revisited:;
700 Years Of Good Living’

By HAROLD HORNSTEIN

Mr. and Mrs. Carroll Alton Means

have been residing in the hills of Wood-
bridge for 35 years, but a part of them has
never left the picturesque shoreline spot

. In East Haven known to oldtimers as

Shepherd's Grove.

Located on the west bank of the Farm -
© River, near its mouth, Shepherd’s Grove

was named for Mrs. Means’ family. Her

" maiden name was Sylvia Shepherd, and

her family owned the Grove for more than
100 years, starting in 1857,

“‘And it was 100 years of good living,”
says Mrs. Means,

In all those years, the place hasn't
changed much. It looks like a bit of Maine.
The big house the Shepherds lived in sits

- atop a craggy cliff about 30 feet above the

estuarial waters. There’s a small beach
below the house and across the water is
cabin-dotted Kelsey’sIsland.

1t’s a unique part of the Greater New
Haven area, one that reflects many eras,
life styles and personalities of the past.

. Far ope thing, Shepherd's Grove was
once the northern end of the Mansfield
Grove resort, legendary site of church
picnics, outings of political parties and all
manner of get-togethers. Dennis Mans-
field, for whom Mansfield Grove is
named, was the brother of Sarah Mans-
field, the grandmother of Mrs. Sylvia
Shepherd Means. -

. Thus, her family acquired Shepherd’
Grove. ' _
Carroll Means, one of the state’s

leading antiquarians, has written a
‘monograph on Shepherd’s Grove. He also

discusses Mansfleld Grove in the short
histery, quoting a feature article in a 1918
edition of The Sunday Register. The
writer of the article, known as *“The Old
Timer,” quotes Dennis Mansfield as fol-
lows:

“‘Mr. Mansfield was very fond of his

N
QUR CONNECTICUT

place and the stories which went wth it.
He told me that it was, always, from the
first days of the red man, a famous resort
for men bent on shore dinner and shore
dinner roasts, and to prove his statement,
he took me out on the cliffs in the rear of
the Grove where the crevices and spaces
in the rocks were filled with tons of white
and weatherbeaten oyster shells — shells
that were left there by the Indians of long

© ago.”

Both Shepherd’s Grove, which is a
14.1 acre tract, and Mansfield Grove, are
part of an area known as Half Mile Island..
It is separated from the mainland by
Bradford Cove on the west, setting it off
from Cosey Beach and Bradford Cove
Creek, which extends north, draining the

-salt meadows surrounding the island. At .

extreme high tide the salt meadows are
completely hidden beneath a wide ex-
panse of water which ebbs and flows with
the tide. . : .

As a youth, Mrs. Means’ father,
Jobn Shepherd, would spend his summers
at Mansfield Grove, working with his
uncle, Dennis Mansfield. One evening, he

strolled down to the water and saw again ™~
. a young woman whom he had met earlier

in the day at the hotel, where she was
visiting friends. She was sitting by the
shore and John Shepherd tossed pebbles
over her head into the- water, impishly
catching her attention,

That meeting eventually led to the
marriage of John Shepherd, a Yankee

from North Haven and Margaret Roche,
an Irish girl who had come from County:

 Galway.

The couple raised four daughters and
two sons. For 40 years, starting in 1887,
Shepherd operated a dairy farm and sold
milk on a retail basis in New Haven. He
had one of the first retail milk licenses in '
the state. He and his daughters, Mary
Elizabeth (Molly) and Sylvia took up resi-
dence year-round in Shepherd’s Grove. He
lived there until hig death at the age of 89

. in 1944

The Meanses, at their homne the other
day, shared their memories of life at
Shepherd’s Grove, On hand, too, was their
daughter, Mrs. Charles C, {Mary)Huber,
of Bronxville, N.Y., one of the 13 grand-
children of John and Margaret Shepherd.

‘'My father and Captaln William

. Chidsey, of East Haven, would draw the

captain’s lohster pots in the mornings,”
said Mrs. Means. ‘“The captain was in his
nineties and he’d call my father, who was
in his eighties, 'My boy.’ They were the
most beautiful rowers on the shore.” °
In the early days of aviation, Captain
Chidsey pulled something of a surprise.
As a publicity stunt, a Shell plane had
landed at New Haven Airport and there

, Was an offer to take older people up for a

ride. Chidsey was chosen for a flight.

. “I'll go if I can take my boy along,”
he told the sponsors. That would be fine. -
They were stunned when Chidsey arrived
with his bearded ‘boy’ — John Shepherd at
age8o. . ?
When the Meanses lived at the Grove, :
there were three original two-story dwel-
lings and the barn that Shepherd convert-
ed to his home in 1922. In addition, there
were about a dozen small cottages some
of which the tenants owned, though they
did oot own the land.

On Sunday mornings, Shepherd's
friends would come down from the East
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| | Haven Green to pass the time of day with = forward. My father knew nothing about  understatement, He left out all the gory
him. To the house came Chidseys, Ger- the motor but he got to the back, turned details. “‘We lost about 150 trees and all of
. [ rishes, Thompsons, Smiths, Bishops and ; tfie boat around and headed it toward the the original houses were damaged,” said
| ] Atwaters. A frequent visitor was the late / beach at Shepherd’s Grove. My sister Carroll Means. "It took us about two
! Leland M. Thompson, who fished with the - Mary Elizabeth called a doctor and it was . years to eyt up the trees, clean up the
' patriafell oI e Grove. A neighbor in the ; found that Leland was dead.” grounds and roadways.” - R
'Grove was the late Maurice Saraschn, the | Mary Elizabeth’ (Molly) Shepherd - Several years before he died, John
’ v,lpopular host at Gilbert’s Restaurant at: was the superintendent of the old Yale Shepherd told his daughters Molly and
| the corner of Temple and Chapel Streets. Infirmary at 275 Prospect St. She died in Sylvia that he'd like to leave them the
. He recently died out-of-state, T 1950. Mrs. Means also was in the nursing  Grove as their share of his estate. When
I Mrs. Means has a vivid recollection :  profession, having graduated from the the daughters inherited the Grove, Carroll
of the death of Leland Thompson in at :, Connecticyt Training School for Nurses at Means suggested they draw up an option
age 3. "“He and my father would 80 black / the New Haven Hospital, Class of 1922, to buy it from each other at a stated fig-
fishing and one morning they got into g Her classmates often Staged outings at ure. When Molly died, Carroll Means purs
rowboat with an outboard motor ang went | Shepherd’s Grove, chased her half so that he ang Sylvia
to the mouth of the Farm River., My fa- John Shepherd kept a ledger in which Means owned it together as husband and
 ther was in the bow, Leland in the stern. { he recorded, on Sept. 21, 1938, “Cale wife. )
- Suddenly my father felt 3 thump. He look- hurricane force 88 MPH at Kopper's The Meanses held the property until
ed around and saw that Leland had fallen| Coke,” It was, of course, a masterpiece of . 1984 when it was sold to Sumner Willis,
A who now lives there, and Donald Lippin-
143 7C"M cott, of North Haven. The two purchasers
' were residents of New York when they
bought the Grove, :

The lure of the Grove keeps the
Meanses returning to it, They were there
the other day .for a picnic with their
daughter Mary and grandchildren, Ann,
15, Betsy, 19 and John, 10. “It’s still beay-
tiful — breezy and beautiful,” said Mrs.
Means, wistfully. “It was kind of a pilg-
rimage for us today.” '

I visited the Grove with the Meanses,

' who pointed out historical features on the
way. Driving down Hemingway Avenue,
they took note of the oyster-white clap-
board house that once was occupied by
members of the Hemingway family, origi-
nal settlers in the area, E

They lamented the deterioration of
Mansfield Grove. There are empty spaces

" where once there was g hotel, a picnic
area, roller skating rink, dance hall,
pavilion and various residences, We .

“turned into Cosey Beach Avenue and Mrs,
Means reminisced. ‘There’s where
Swift’s Hotel was. Oh. that was a biggie.
We used to come down nights and watch
:hem dance.” Trolleys would g0 down
Zosey Beach Avenue. . .

Finally, we arrived at the old Shep-
herd homestead in the Grove. It's now
occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Willis, with
whom we visited. We sat in'the big front
room, looking out at the sea, and at the
little beach, empty except for a rowboat:
We thought of all the times the Shepherds
had gone out in such a boat and of the free,
cozy feeling in the Grove, -

It’s not a place that you leave by sell-
ing it and moving away. S

..... . A AALe e - et cetecno. R, e
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The Horizon Club, an éasf Haven landmark for 4.5--yurs, \ﬁill be razed next weaek. the
result of a June 11 fire that gutted the main baliroom. Owner Leon Amendola, forogreund,
. said negpetiations are under way for the sale or leasing of fho land,

Club To Be Torn Down

Horizon Slips Away, Memorzes Stay

By DEE BURGHARDT

Register Staff Repcrter
* EAST HAVEN — The nice
thing about memories is
that they always stay fresh and
bright. Yesterday? It could
have been last week, or was it
30 years ago?
" Remember Rudy Vallee sing-
ing in that nasal voice, “Drink
1o all the happy hours! Drink to
the careless days”? Or, ‘I'm
just a vagabond lover”?

And the crowds loved him
and Cab Calloway and Glenn
Miller and the dancers stayed
‘up half the night dancing to the
-magie music and theip own
‘dreams.

- It was decades ago but the
music and memories go togeth-
_ser like'sand and the beach. Like
‘magic nights and starry dreams
of - moonlight beaming softly
over the water near the Horizon
Club in East Haven.
* The crowds and the bands
have gone now, and next week
the Horizon Club itself will be
gotie.

The first of the week a demo-
lxtxon crew will begin tearing
fown the remains of the build-
ing where thousands of people
pnce sang and danced. Two
years ago when Guy Lombardo
was there, he drew a crowd of

,600. But 30 or 40 years ago,
he big name dance bands drew
growds of 3,000 on a Sunday
pight. That was the heyday of a
piece of property that once was
salled “No Man’s Land" be-
yause the town fathers deemed
it so worthless.

~ No one listened to Grove J..

Tuttle, a local attorney, and the
only person who raised his
voice- against the sale of the
beach and waterfront property.
He predicted, in.1894, that some
day the land would be of great
value and should be heid in .use
for the townspeople.

A. B. Clinton of North Haven
and some members of his fami-
ly were the first purchasers of
the. shorefront property, but it
did not become a summer re-
sort until between 1877-80 when
a few lots were purchased and
cottages erected. By 1891 there
were only seven cottages at
Cosey Beach.

Known as the Old Mansfield
Grove Pavilion, there appeared
to be legal doubt to the owner-
ship of the property, which ex-
tended from the late George
Fenton's place ‘to Mansfield
Grove. The town then had a
special act passed by the legis-
lature authorizing it to sell the
land.. The town immediately
plotted it and sold the lots.

Prior -to that, Dennis Mans-
field owned tt from about 1860
to 1889.. Charles Barelett, who
worked for Mansfield running
the property as a picnic area
and restaurant, became part
owner after Mansfield’s death.

When Bartlett ran it until
1919, the Mansfield Grove
House had become famous
throughout the area as a res-
taurant. The only other restaur-

ant equailing it was Wilcox’s
Pier in New Haven.
However, it was Bartlett's

son, Charles, who built the first

dance hall in 1%3. For many

years it was “the” place to go,
until it was turned into a roller
skatmg rink during the depres- .
sion years of 1938,

In 1963 Leon Amendola, a
hair stylist with Charles of the
Ritz, refurbished and recon-
structed the building for a pub-
lic restaurant, cocktail lounge
and dance hall. The remodel-|
ing job cost $100,000, the ceiling
alone was $10,000.

Then on June 12; this year,
fire broke out in-the rear of the
huge banquet hall, causing such
extensive damage it has closed
the old landmark.

Commercial Wreckers of New
Haven will take down the larg-
est building of its type left
standing in Connecticut.

Amendola said Wednesday
negotiations are currently un-
der way. with a Boston concern
for the erection of a three-stage
theater. A New Haven concern
has also expressed interest in
purdnasmg the'land for a.hous-
ing and beach- ~complex while
Guilford resident is also inter-
ested’ in  building apartments
there.

He ran his fingers over the
keys of a burned grand piano. A
tinkling ,brass sound came out.
Over in another corcer was a
burned and scorched player
piano, while on top of a heap of
charred timbers lay the re-
mains of an organ. '

“I am interested In- long-
range programs,’ he said.

“I want. to. see semething’ de-
cent here. It is one of the most
beautiful shore proporﬁec along
the coast.”
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BLAZE LEVELS ﬂgT&ld[NZMAN5F[£LD iﬂgVﬁt 48 OOO
D Rocky Point Building Razed--Loas estimated a , -
gé0,0ZS-%FLZ:;an ZZAngza Zid a half hourna.(No date 19382 )

Fine of unknown ornigin deatroyed the old Rocky
Point Aotel atKMQnaféeld Ga%ve, Eaat %aven Conn, late laat
night, cauaing damage unofficially eatimated at 6etween.
$8,000 and $10,000." Fineman {rnom headguantens and the Rivenr-
aide company, dinected by chief Canneat Hansen wene aummoned

t [0:49. _
: 7 FRAGILE STRUCTURE
The building,60 yeans old, built of pine and
sheathed,with no plasten, made a penfect place fon a

fire. The flamea swept thnu the two atony atnuctune, {fanned
by a atnong wind which both aided and hampened the {ineman.

Acconding to Chief Hansen, the firne waa discovened
by Chanlea A. Bantlett, ownen ot the hotel, in the South
east connen of the finat floon of the atructure. Bantlett
telephoned an alarm, and the two companies anawened.

[wo linea of hosres wene laid, one from a hydrant 500
feet away, acnoas the bridge, and the othen from the
niven., Because the wind waa 6lowing out oven the waten, the
£lames could not apread to the dancing pavilion neanby. The
fineman kept the pavilion wetted down’, howevenr, juat (n case
apanka should {ly.

Fineman nemained on the acene until [2:50,when the
{lames had died down enough to penmit moat of the men to go
home. Chief Hansen aaid,” howevern, some membena of the
depantment would nremain at the ascene forn an houn on two to
continue wetting down the embers to prevent a necunnence of

the blaze.

Mr and Mra. Crneat Dupuia, canetakens of the
building, and thein two yean old child, wene away when the
ire atanted, it waa neponted, and had not netunrnned when
hief flansen and the men left fon headguantena. [t waa finat
neponted that the Dupuia family had been inaide the
6u£ldén9, but got out 4a{ely.

From a newapapen account,probably the N.H.Regiaten
date unkmown

2/22/37 2[{){.?’32@5‘:;«9
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Hotel 'at M
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Firemen 4rom headquarters and the 'Rivcrsj_.de"'gompany‘i
| ed by. Chief Ernest. lansep, :were summoned: at 10:49, -

B 77 VIR 2

)ld R Point, ng {tazed- 3 Lsumat
6 at Between $8,000.and $10,000' < Fire..

- .. men Busy Two and One-Half Houry,
of ainkriown_ ‘b‘rifgin'."cjesti'oy'ed'; the old * Récky:. Point
8t Mansfield Grove; East Haven, Jatg' last nighti causing
damags unofficially”estimated-at -between. $8,000 and» $10,000.

Pl PN ] l‘\»’ _,;’.' g

Building Razed Lo Estimat.
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B *.,. Fraglle. Btructure s v -1t
...... 1w em oy bL The huilding, 60 years old, built of
CTIRY [ pine and: thesthed, -with #o plaster,
nade a perféet place for b Are.: The
! flames gw through the . two-story
i structune, s ned by a;&trong - wind
: gwhich both aided and,bempeped jhe
X Jemeny st L W g T
! & | zAccording \fg-Chiet Hanser, the 6ie
i1 2 {was discovened. by Chagles A, Rert-
Ty | lett, vwnertof the fptal,’in the solth-
" 1. | enot cmeriof the :fiust flootial the
© | striscture, -Bartlett “telephoned* 1an
, ard “the ' twb~companies an-

'] swered, . bt TR D
" Two llnes’ of hdse were’ Iald, one
: from a hydrant 500 tef avlry; across
. the. biidge, and: the “other ‘2rom the
tiver. Begause w!nd was blowing out
over the wuter, ths flames could not
B spread {0 the dancing pavilion inear-
by, thus. helping firemen immeas-
‘urably. The firemen kept the pavil- |,
fon" vretted down, however, just in |

cage sparks ehould .fly. ..

: Fireman remalred on the scene un-
‘ til 12:50, .when the flomes had” died
‘ down enough to permit most /ol the
! men Lo'go home. Chlef Hansen sgid,
! however, some membors of the' de.
partment would remain at the scene
for an hour or two to coptitmre- wet-
ting down the embers tg prevent a
recurrence of the blaze,: (K..ai0 ' |
* Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Dupuis, care- {:
takers. of the' building, and their 2.
year-old child;, were awey when. the
fire started, it was reported, and had |

hot returned. when Chief. Hansen and
tthe men loft for headquartcrs, - It was
.first reported that the Dupuis family
ihad been inside the building but got
-'out“‘safg]y. FTER S
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Following from a letter to a possible relative, living out of state.

We have been tracing the history of the so-called Half-Mile
Island, now called Mansfield's Grove and Shepherds' Grove.

I noted, in the Genealogy by Rev. Havens, that some of the Bartlett
families moved to the general area in which you now live. Assuming
that this is the same family, we request an information that you have that
you would be willing to share with us, relative to East Haven, Conn..
Our records indicate the following

Horace Bartlett and his wife Frances Redfield, who was born in
1810, removed from Guilford to East Haven in 1852. The Beers map of
1868 shows a Bartlett homestead on what is now Grannis Street just.
south of its juncture of Strong Street and, in all probability, is where
Horace settled. |

They had a son Charles, and four other children according to the
Havens' genealogy. The next Charles had three children, by Mary Ellen
Butler one of whom was also named Charles, in 1866 |

A news paper obituary dated December 11,1919 said the Charles
of the Grove, was 54 years old, which if correct, would indicate birth in
1865. Be that as it may the time element seems correct in general for this
Charles to be the man who lived in Mansfield's Grove, and eventually
whose family became the owners of that site. These were Charles,
Donald and daughter Jessie. Another son had died in WW1 and was
- named Harry R. Bartlett. Our American Legion Post is named after him.

Thank you for your time. »
Respectfully,
Clif. Nitchke.
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