By Caroline Harringion
Courier Staff Writer

In 1918, 83 women registered to
vote in East Haven Town elections.
Sound strange? Perhaps that's be-
cause women did not gain national
suffrage until 1920.
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The woman con the List with the
most well documented civic past in
East Haven is Miss Lottie Streat,
Hagemean Memorial Library’s first
Librarian. Donald Chidsey wrote in
an eight-page biography of Miss
Street:

“It is well 1 recall that the Unit-
ed States was preparing few for an
active part in the World War in the
spring of 1917 and a program was
then underway to provide the sol-
diers with one milljon bocks. OFf
course East Haven took part in this
work and assisted in the raising of
funds. Miss Street was appointed
the treasurer [of the effort] and had
charge of 108 dollars raised i Fast
Haven.”
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According to a book written on
‘the history of Old Stone Church by
East Haven resident Helen Hasse,
there were two other women on the
fist who can he verified as being ex-
tremely a in their community;
World War I had drained the econe.
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Thompson as selectmen and Wal-
lace C. Coker as the Town Clerk
and Tax Collector. A complete list of
the officials elected that year is
available at Hagaman Memorial
Library.

Although niot much information
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women on the voter's list, some
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three of the women
whe voted in the
1818 municipal
election. Street was
the first town librari-
an as well as the
first president of the
East Haven Givic
Service Association.
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